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nature  of  the  strategies.

women’s  needs.  

Introduction
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Introduction

ICTs  and  social  media  tools.  It  shows  how  to  build  an  advocacy  plan.
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My  House UNDERWATER
By  Rasheda  Begum

1  
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What  is  Climate  Change?

to  let  

scarcity  of  water,  can  happen  to  the  environment.       Climate  change  is  

cont....
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     England:  Down  to  Earth.  

Climate  change  might  seem  like  such  a  vast,  worldwide  issue  
that  it  
the  case.  Climate  change  is  a  result  of  two  and  a  half  centuries  

through  increasing  greenhouse  gases  by  using  fossil  fuels  such  
as  coal,  petroleum,  and  natural  gas  in  order  to  power  houses,  

agriculture,  widespread  logging,  real  estate  development,  and  

In  Indonesia,  logging  has  become  a  huge  industry.  Between  

from  forest  loss  have  been  widespread,  including  irregular  

yield  of  forest  products.5

    

“Climate  changeby  human  actions.
is  caused ”
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Effects  of  Climate  Change

planet  and  the  people  living  on  it.  Moreover,  in  many  cases,  these  
impacts  are  irreversible  —  once  these  changes  occur,  they  cannot  
be  undone.

seem  like  a  very  small  change  in  temperature,  it  is  an  average  

oceans  have  become  30  percent  more  acidic.     This    decreases  
the  ability  of  coral  reefs    to  recover  from  bleaching  and  diseases,    

against  storms,

Climate  Change  -  Any  change  in  global  temperatures  and  

Greenhouse  gases

heat  from  the  sun,  making  it  unable  to  escape  the  earth’s  
atmosphere  and  causing  the  earth  to  warm.

Sea  levels
to  the  land.

increasing  levels  of  acidity  in  oceans.  

has  fallen  at  a  given  place  within  a  given  period,  usually  

Drought
  

  

  

REVIEW  OF  KEY  TERMS
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What  is  “Climate  Justice  

and  what  does  it  have  

to  do  with  gender?

they  rely  heavily  on  agriculture  and  forest  resources,  they  are  

landslides,  hailstorms  and  droughts,  that  only  aggravate  the  
hunger  and  the  poverty  in  the  countryside.  Women,  who  are  
primarily  responsible  for  providing  food  and  water  for  the  
family,  are  indeed  the  hardest  hit.  In  the  same  light,  religious  

temples.  The  newlywed  frogs  are  carried  to  a  nearby  stream,  

locals’  plight  due  to  the  drought.  

The  backbreaking  tasks  demanded  by  the  ceremonies,  such  as  

cleaning,  are  done  by  women.  Moreover,  women  dance  naked  

Women  will  wait  day  and  night  for  the  rain.  Some  even  start  
working  at  night,  when  the  showers  pour.  While  their  husbands,  

As  soon  as  they  hear  the  raindrops,  they  venture  out  to  work  
the  land.  While  agricultural  work  is  performed  by  both  women  
and  men,  it  has  a  gender  division  of  labour.  Whereas  women’s  

income.  The  men’s  job  has  been  made  easier  with  new  
technologies,  such  as  tractors.  

Women  barely  have  enough  land  to  plant  their  crops.  
Moreover,  their  
families.  Some  women  will  even  eat  less  in  order  to  provide  for  
their  children.  For  these  women,  security  primarily  comes  from  
the  elements  like  the  sun  and  the  rain,  which  are  unpredictable.  

dance  harder.      
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Climate  Justice  

and  Gender  Justice

responsible  for  high  level  of  emissions  of  green  house  gases  

for  today’s  climate  change  crisis.  China  and  India,  falling  in  this  
category,  are  increasing  their  emissions  at  a  very  fast  rate.  

upon  to  take  the  biggest  burden  and  responsibility  for  addressing  
this  crisis.  They  likewise  must  support  developing  countries  in  

to  avoid  making  the  same  mistakes  as  their  industrialised  

change  links  to  other  gender  issues,  such  as  the  division  of  

Women  are  responsible  for  bringing  back  normalcy  to  

Women’s  livelihoods  are  threatened  and  incomes  

In  some  cases,  women  bear  the  brunt  of  religious  guilt      
      and  

      of  income.

      from  family  and  removing  childcare  from  their  own  
      children,  causing  further  child  development  problems,  
      and

      employers.

IMPACTS  ON  WOMEN  OF  CLIMATE  CHANGE
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The  Climate  Regime

change  policy,    also  referred  to  informally  as  the  Climate  Regime,  
have  established  ways  of  dealing  with  climate  change.  

community  recognised  climate  change  as  a  global  crisis,  and  
formed  
Change  (UNFCCC)

Annex  I  includes  industrialised  countries  that  were  members  

10    

Annex  II 11  

Meanwhile,  Non-‐Annex  signatories  are  mainly  developing  and  
least  developed  countries.   Several  categories  of  observer  

  ANNEX  1
    OECD  Countries
    Australia,  Austria,  Belgium,  Canada,  Denmark,  Finland,  France,  Germany,  Greece,  Iceland,  

,  

10ANNEX  1
    EIT  Countries

11

    Australia,  Austria,  Belgium,  Canada,  Denmark,  European  Economic  Community,  Finland,  

  

  Brunei  Darussalam,  Burkina  Faso,  Burundi,  Cambodia,  Cameroon,  Cape  Verde,  Central  African  Republic,  
  Chad,  Chile,  China,  Colombia,  Comoros,  Congo,  Cook  Islands,  Costa  Rica,  Cuba,  Cyprus,  Cote  d’Ivoire,  

  Vincent  and  the  Grenadines,  Samoa,  San  Marino,  Sao  Tome  and  Principe,  Saudia  Arabia,  Senegal,  Serbia,  
  Seychelles,  Sierra  Leone,  Solomon  Islands,  Somalia,  South  Africa,  Sri  Lanka,  Sudan,  Suriname,  Swaziland,  
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processes,  the  right  to  talk  in  plenary  and  the  right  to  set  up  

13    in  Montreal,  

15

    Despite  this  

a  legally  binding  target  was  agreed  upon,  to  limit  or  reduce  

development,  while  helping  the  developed  ones  comply  with  

13

15

CDM  does  not  take  women’s  needs  into  account  nor  does  it  
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Change  (UNFCCC)

Annex  I

Annex  II

Non-‐Annex

:  a  legally  binding  target  intended  to  

REVIEW  OF  KEY  TERMS

    

nature  of  the  strategies.  This  view  ignores  that  women  are  mainly  
responsible  for  ensuring  energy  supply  and  security  at  the  household  
level.
or  members  of  vulnerable  groups,  

Thus,  
.  It  relies  on  the  dominant,  male  
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Potential  Solutions

(REDD)

can  do  in  order  to  reduce  their  emissions  of  greenhouse  

doing  this,  they  earn  points  or  “carbon  credits”.  Developing  

wellbeing  of  their  forests.  Developed  countries,  meanwhile,  

  Yet  while  its  intent  is  laudable,  
REDD  has  been  

            1.  Who  has  access  to  these  protected  forests  and  

It  has  been    observed  of  REDD  project  areas  that  the  local  

SOLUTION  1

It  is  important  that  the  environmental  programs  incorporate  
respect  for  the  rights  of  indigenous  people,  as  well  as  integrate  
indigenous  women’s  knowledge  on  forest  management.       Local  

to  forest  resource  management.  Women  typically  gather  forest  
products  for  fuel,  fencing,  food  for  the  family,  fodder  for  livestock  
and  raw  materials  to  produce  natural  medicines,  all  of  which  
help  increase  family  income.  But,  if  they  are  not  allowed  to  
access    the  forest,  they  cannot  gather  the  resources    they  need.
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  such  as  the  

respond  to  urgent  and     needs  to  adapt  to  climate  

later  stage.  

In  the  Sierra  

programme.     

SOLUTION  2
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SOLUTION  4

the  

likewise,  governments  agreed  to  fund  developing  countries    

it  is  integral  that  women  have  a  say  on  how  these  funds  are  
allocated.

  refers  to  the  

where  they  are  most  needed.  The  rules  on  Intellectual  

allows  owners  to  limit  the  availability,  use  or  development  of  
a  process  or  product.  The  challenge  is  to  ensure  that  available  
technologies  are  indeed  transferred  to  least  developed  and  
developing  countries  and  that  such  technologies  do  not  

Will  the  transfer  of  technology  be  responsive  to  women’s  

SOLUTION  3
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com
climate  change    

respond  to  their  urgent  and  immediate  needs  to  adapt  

low  carbon  intensive  technologies  developed  and  owned  

help  developing  countries  reduce  greenhouse  gas  emissions  
and  to  adapt  to  the  impacts  of  climate  change.

reduce  emissions  by  less  industrialised  countries.

REVIEW  OF  KEY  TERMS
How  do  we  do  this?

or  message.    It  has  four  elements:  

other  factors  must  be  considered:  

What  is  Communication?



GENDER  &  CLIMATE  CHANGE18 :toolkit  for  women  on  climate  change

Surfacing  Women’s

Experiences  of  

Climate  Change

vulnerable  —  owing  to  geography,  gender,  age,  indigenous  or  
minority  status  and  disability.  Poor  women  and  girls  who  are  

in  this  advocacy,  these  goals  will  be  easier  to  reach.

  “
it  is  well  past  mid-day.

By  the  time  we  draw  water  
    and  get  back  home,

”
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a  powerful  way  to  show  policymakers  and  the  stakeholders  the  

landmass
Pakistan:      

Because  of  women’s  dependency  on  the  land  and  their  role  as  
primary  caregivers  within  their  families,  they  are  less  able  to  

  

climate  change  and  how  women  have  responded  to  it:

          to  fully  

  

Bushra  Khaliq

women’s  issues,  she  is  presently  working  as  General  Secretary  of  Women  

  
Ibid.,.
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Analysing  the  Data

Climate  Change  Issue   Impact  on  
Women  

Women’s  
Response  to  the  issue  

Response  of  
Stakeholders  

to  support  projects  
Food  insecurity  due  
to  unpredictable  

yielding  harvests

Lack  of  harvests  
results  in  the  
inability  to  provide  
income  to  families  

violence

Community  organising  
and  working  with  

climate  change  

Awareness  raising  on  
issues  of  climate  
change  

looking  for  sources  of  freshwater,  which  greatly  impacts  on  their  
health  and  that  of  their  families.  Many  are  beaten  or  abused  if  

responses  also  illustrate  women’s  resilience  and  resourcefulness  in  
dealing  with  issues  related  to  climate  change.    Many  of  them  have  

donor  agencies  to  support  projects.     

and  gives  ideas  about  how  to  work  towards  social  and  environmental  
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Applying  the  

Feminist  Development  

Communication  

Framework

conscience.”

mass  of  its  people  from  poverty,  to  a  dynamic  state  of  economic  

  

and  
commitment  to  social  goals.
oriented  and  it  does  not  limit  itself  to  the  use  of  the  mass  media.    

to  empower  women  and  to  advocate  for  women’s  human  rights  

looks  at  issues  from  a  feminist  lens,  thereby  surfacing  women’s  

agenda.”30
empower  women  because  it  allows  them  to  transcend  from  being  

their  understanding  of  issues,  as  well  as  how  women  in  these  

  Ibid.,
  

30    
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Communication  

Tools  &  Strategies:
Traditional  and  New

Information  and  Communication  

Technologies  (ICTs)

in  order  to  deliver  your  message.  

kind  of  

not  readily  available.      In  other  instances,  the  use  of  computer,  

radio  plugs,  video  documentaries  and  the  like  are  posted  on  
websites  or  circulated  via  email  lists.  With  just  a  digital  camera,  

grass  roots  women  because  it  is  cheap,  easy  to  use,  does  not  

Reflecting  on  Communication  

Tools  and  Strategies
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    environment  from  harm,  as  in  how  to  minimise  the  use  

To  save  energy  through  wise  use  of    fuel  and  electricity  

That  they  have  a  big  responsibility  in  climate  change  

    illegal  logging  in  their  area.  31

radio,  can  help  to  convey  powerful  messages  to  women  who  

viewers  and  create  change.     

inaccessible  33    due  to  costs  and  the  need  for  knowledge  on  its  
use,  and  the  need  in  most  cases,  for  literacy.

31  

33  

When  is  Communication

Empowering?

1.  Accurate
        analysis  g

Suitable

        gender,  class  and  caste  in  popular  form.  

3.  
          member  

Accessible

5.  
          and  deeper  understanding  of  the  self  and  society.

        contacts,  livelihood.
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When  is  Communication  Empowering?

Based  on  trust
          and  the  community.  

        

10.  Involving  the  people   ty’s  
              struggles

11.  
              must  see  the  nuances  of  the  issue.  Women  should  be  
              able  to  decide  what  is  right  or  wrong  for  them.  

Targeted  to  women  and  disadvantaged  groups
              address  the  
              able  to  talk  to  people  who  are  not  convinced  or  don’t  
              know  the  issue.  

13.  
            developing  new  ones.    

Amplifying  Women’s  

Voices  Through  

Advocacy

  

and  your  

thus,  much  of  women’s  advocacy  for  engendering  climate  

1.  
campaign  

tools  such  as  theatre,  photos,  and  newer  tools  such  as  social  
networking    media,  videos,  etc.  Campaigns  for  engendering  

What  Makes  Advocacy  Effective?
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Energy  Sovereignty

Communities
Indigenous  Quechua  women  of  Sarayu  in  the  Amazon  forest  
of  Ecuador  have  been  at  the  forefront  of  lobbying  against  the  

independence  from  using  oil.    Ivonne  Yanez,  coordinator  of  

35      

can  be.    It  also  emphasises  the  gendered  impacts  of  climate  

In  the  Philippines,  Romana  de  los  

power  plant  from  being  built  near  her  hometown  in  Bago,  

women,  such  as  the  wife  of  Bago’s  mayor,  to  raise  awareness  on  

Energy  Policy  Framework  of  the  Philippine  Department  of  Energy.  

The  Sarayacu  women  are  among  those  who  pioneered  campaigns  for  

they  have  been  aggressive  in  keeping  the  country’s  rich  oil  reserves  in  the  

elites  and  a  bane  for  Ecuadorian  Amazon.  Photo  by  Ivonne  Yanez

35  

among  many  others.  They  were  banished  with  the  Spanish  colonial  period.  

the  island.
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a  certain  issue  to  raise  awareness  about  it  or  to  work  towards  

publicity  events,  documentary,  theatre,  and  campaign  materials  

Video  Volunteers  Demand  Land  Rights  

ernment  to  have  land  fairly  distributed  to  them.   This  is  a  strong  

hundreds  of  rights  advocates  from  
around  the  world  have  used  these  
materials  to  deliver  workshops  for  

about  the  project  here.

ways  for  rights  advocates  to  capture  

stories  from  around  the  world  and  a  

for  you  to  work  through  as  you  plan  

while  the  support  materials  are  available  
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more  accessible  to  a  larger  audience.    Video  seemed  like  the  perfect  
medium  for  her  message.    She  emphasised,  “I  wanted  to  talk  to  
people  who  already  knew  there  are  some  problems,  were  probably  

us  all  to  think  more  broadly,  to  move  beyond    being  single  issue  
campaigns  and  to  think  about  the  underlying  system  that  is  driving  

      The  video  proved  to  

and  carries  messages  across  great  distances.  

3.  Community  organising  —  involves  organising  resources  and  
community  mem

between  those  involved  and    the  larger  community.    It  can  be  formal  

stakeholders  at  someone’s  house  can  be  considered  community  
organising.  

Bangladesh,  Burma,  Cambodia,  Indonesia,  India,  Malaysia,  
Pakistan,  Philippines,  and  Thailand.    It  emphasised  that  women  
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carbon  footprint  and  highlighted  the  linkages  between  climate  
change,  indigenous  rights,  and  women’s  rights.  It  advocated  for  
accountability  of  developed  nations  as  well  as  women’s  meaningful  
participation  in  both  formal  and  informal  processes  surrounding  climate  
change.
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The  Green  Belt  Movement

include  capacity  building  workshops  that  support  

using  trees  as  the  entry  point.”       The  Greenbelt  Movement  is  

the  world’s  poor,  are  among  the  most  vulnerable  to  the  impacts  of  

approaches  gender  and  climate  from  many  angles  to  ensure  that  
women  are  present  at  all  levels  and  dimensions  of  climate  change  

allowing  users  to  “Like”  their  page  and  share  their  materials  easily.    

communicate  about  campaigns  focused  on  women’s  human  rights  
and  climate  change.    They  also  make  use  of  an  email  listserve  

using  new  ICTs  and  social  media  tools  to  work  towards  engendering  
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Climate  Change  Campaign

that  of  “ending  global  poverty  beginning  with  women’s  rights.”    

and  social  media  tools  to  work  towards  engendering  climate  

has  thousands  of  signatures.    Moreover,  the  campaign  website  

change  on  women.  

Creating  an  Advocacy  Plan

1.  
        

  
       your  audience,  
          you  

3.  
       message,  
        it  should  be  clear,  simple,  persuasive  and  backed  up  by  facts  
        or  evidence.    The  goal  is  to  create  messages  that  work  
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        the  basic  principles  of  message  development:  

          

5.     
ence  and  message,  the  

      your  message.  Your  tools  can  range  from  print  media,  radio,    

  
          
          

Resources
        What  kind  of  resources  are  needed,  are  available  and  
        are  lacking    to  

        to  you.    
  

        This  provides  you  with  a  chance  to  analyse  what  
        worked  and  what  didn’t    in  your  advocacy  plan.  You  

that  you  can  visualise  how  your  advocacy  campaign  will  

might  need  to  go  back  and  change  elements  of  your  advocacy  
plan  based  on  answers  you  brainstorm  or  ideas  that  you  

out  your  advocacy  plan  helps  you  to  think  about  potential  
challenges  ahead  of  time,  and  gives  you  an  opportunity  

      also  builds  comfort  and  familiarity  with  the  ideas.

      back  to  your  audience  and  discuss  with  them.  Tailor  the  
      message  depending  on  the  issues  and  the  targeted  audience.  



GENDER  &  CLIMATE  CHANGE33 :toolkit  for  women  on  climate  change

    
    
It  is  important  to  keep  in  mind  that  development  of  the  

your  partners,  community  members,  especially  community  
women.  

Below  is  a  sample  template  of  an  advocacy  plan.    It  is  a  tool  to  
help  you  organise  your  advocacy  plan  and  create  the  map  

advocacy  campaign,  it  is  important  that  you  take  into  account  

Who  do  we  want  
in  the  

community
Makers  

Media
community  

What  do  we  want  

When  and  where  are  
we  going  to  tell  them  

Take  a  few  minutes  and  begin  mapping  out  your  advocacy  plan,keeping  in  mind  that  it  is  subject  to  change  and  that  it  will  need  to  be  

refer  to.  
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Conclusion:

Working  Towards

Engendering

Climate  Change

to  be  addressed  through  policy  changes,  programmes,  etc.  

cacy  plans  are  created  to  gather  knowledge  and  work  towards  

linked  to  broader  structural  changes  or  global  issues  such  as  

results  that  are  empowering  and  sustainable  for  women  and  


